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W H A T  I S  T H I S  B O O K L E T

Dear Linkshul family,

This year is a year like no other. G-d has presented us with a unique

scenario in which many of us will sadly not be joining together in

Shul for the High Holiday services.

For many of us, this is an unthinkable reality. Yet, the fact that this is

what we are facing means that we need to do our best to make

these Chagim as meaningful as possible. Indeed, the opportunity

presents itself to make this po month even MORE meaningful. This

is because we cannot rely on simply attending Shul; we are being

called upon to reflect on our own relationship with Judaism and

choose ways to infuse its meaning into our own homes.

To help make YOUR Yom Tov special, we have put together this

‘'Linkshul DIY Shul in your Home" pack with a range of materials

and tools to create your own personalized Chagim experience. In

this pack you will find resources such as a bookmark with key

prayers to recite, a detailed guide for each day and night of Yom

Tov, sermons to read at your own service, Candle Lighting card,

Kiddush card. Apple and honey, and more goodies. 

Although we might not greet each other face to face this year, Chaya

and I will be thinking and praying for each of you and your families.

May Hashem bless all of us with a Shana Tova; a happy, healthy

and sweet New Year.

I look forward to see you in person - without the mask - very soon,

Amen!

L I N K S F I E L D
S H U L  I N
Y O U R  H O M E

T O G E T H E R

F O R E V E R

Compiled by

Rabbi Avtzon

With gratitude to

Rabbi Oshy Feldman

from Gardens Shul

and chabad.org

To the grammar professors:

Please forgive the typos. Or

don't.
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RH Check list: 

• Rosh Hashanah Machzor

• Grape Juice/Wine for Kiddush

• Two round Challot for each meal

• Honey - In your DIY packet

• Apples - In your DIY packet

• Shabbos and Festival Candles

• Yahrzeit Candle

• New Fruit for second night

Night 1 – Sep 18 RH 

•5:45 pm: Light Shabbos / Yom Tov

candles.

Reminder to light a Yahrzeit candle from

which to light the Yom Tov candles on the

following night.  

Recite blessings 2 and 6 on page 3.

Core Evening Prayers: see red Rosh

Hashanah bookmark #1. Or find full page

numbering in the Shul magazine page 26.

• After praying it is customary to wish others

the following blessing: l’shana tovah tikateiv

veteichateim for men and Leshana Tova

Tikatevi v'saichatami – may you be inscribed

and sealed for a good year!

• Kiddush (with insertions for Shabbos): RH

Machzor page 94-97, or Siddur page 766

• Wash hands for bread. Recite blessing on

round Challah. Dip into honey and recite:

Baruch ata Ado-nai Eloh-einu melech

haolam hamotzi lechem min ha-aretz.

•Take a piece of apple, dip it in honey and

recite the blessing: Baruch ata Adon-ai Eloh-

einu melech haolam borei pri ha-etz.

L I N K S F I E L D  S H U L  D I Y  G U I D E

R O S H  H A S H A N A H

•Eat a piece from the apple and recite: Yehi

Ratzon milfanecha Ado-nai Eloh-einu valo-

hei avotainu, shetechadesh aleinu shana

tovah umetukah.

RH Day 1 – Sep 19

Core Morning Prayers - see red page finder for

Artscroll Machzor pages  See Shul magazine for

page numbers for other Machzorim.

Service is followed by a Yom Tov Meal

Mincha: See card. Additions for Shabbos.

RH Night 2 –  Sep 19

Candle lighting: Light candles from the

pre-lit Yahrzeit candle after 6:34-pm.

Blessings 3 and 6 on page 3. 

Before lighting the holiday candles one should

say, “Baruch hamavdil bein kodesh l’kodesh,”

(Done because it's Saturday Nights)

The custom is to have a new fruit on

the table on the second night of Rosh

Hashanah. The blessing of Shehecheyanu

recited for the candles and the Kiddush

includes the new fruit. Eat fruit then go wash

for Challah and continue as on first night. 

RH Day 2 - Sep 20 

See Page Finder.

VERY IMPORTANT TO HEAR THE

SHOFAR!

Try to do Tashlich by a pond, or body of

water with fish.

Yom Tov Meal 

Mincha: See card

Havdalah with just wine after 6:34 pm
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Mitzvah Card for RH

I hereby accept upon myself (bli neder) the

following Mitzvah as my spiritual

commitment for the New Year

LEARNING:

We are known as the people of the book.

How familiar are you with the literature of

Judaism? Linkshul has a host of exciting

learning opportunities to choose from.

THE SHABBOS PROJECT: 

More & more people in our community are

participating in The Shabbos Project,

experiencing the beauty of Shabbos. The

date: November 6/7. 

SHUL ATTENDANCE: 

We would love to welcome you at your

Spiritual home more regularly this year.

How about committing to an extra (Zoom)

Friday night, Shabbat morning or weekday

Minyan? We are always looking for new

Minyan Stalwarts!

SUKKAH, LULAV & ETROG: 

Sukkot is around the corner. Celebrate the

Mitzvah eating under the stars in YOUR 

 very own Sukkah! You can also speak to

the Shul about purchasing your own Lulav &

Etrog.

M I T Z V A H  C A R D

R O S H  H A S H A N A H

KASHRUT:

Being Kosher in Cape Town has never

been so easy. A Kosher kitchen brings

Spiritual nourishment to the home. If you

are not there yet, how about keeping

meat & milk separate, buying only Kosher

meat or committing to another area

of Kashrut observance?

MEZUZAH:

We are taught the Mezuzah brings spiritual

blessings as well as physical protection to

your home. Do all your doorways have one?

TEFILLIN:

The symbol of Jewish manhood need not

be limited to shul-goers. Five minutes every

morning is all it takes to make your day. We

can even give you a one on one, personal

refresher session.

CHESED

• The Linksfield Shul Chesed Group would

love new volunteers to join its dynamic

team.

• Make your home and office a charitable

one by making sure they each have a

Charity box.
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HOLIEST DAY OF THE YEAR

LinkShul pre-Yom Kippur Zoom service on Saturday night, September 26 at 7:45 for 8 pm. 

Yom Kippur Check List

• Non-leather shoes

• Yom Tov candles

• Yahrzeit Candle

• Yom Kippur Machzor

• A full stomach

Candle Lighting and the beginning of the fast: 5:48 pm. Blessings 5 and 6 on page 3

Fast ends with the sound of the Shofar and Havdalah with wine and candle: 6:38 pm

For nearly 26 hours we “afflict our souls” by avoiding the following five actions:

Eating or drinking. Wearing leather shoes. Applying lotions or creams. Washing or bathing.

Engaging in conjugal relations. Like Shabbos, no work is to be done, and special

holiday candles are lit before the onset of the holy day.

For page numbers and prayers see previous page or find the complete page

numbering for all Machzorim in the Shul magazine page 27

The day is spent in the synagogue, where we hold five prayer services: Maariv, with its

solemn Kol Nidrei service, on the eve of Yom Kippur; Shacharit, the morning prayer, which

includes a reading from Leviticus followed by the Yizkor memorial service; Mussaf, which

includes a detailed account of the Yom Kippur Temple service; Mincha, which includes the

reading of the Book of Jonah; Neilah, the “closing of the gates” service at sunset, followed

by the Shofar blast marking the end of the fast.

We are all human, and we occasionally slip. Is there anyone you may have offended or

otherwise hurt? Go ahead and ask for their forgiveness. Are you carrying any grudges?

Now is the time to sincerely and wholeheartedly let them go.

Just as Yom Kippur is a day of fasting, the day before Yom Kippur is set aside for eating

and preparing for this holy day. 

L I N K S F I E L D  S H U L  D I Y

Y O M  K I P P U R
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Sukkot Checklist

Siddur. Better yet: The Artscroll Sukkot Machzor

• Kosher Sukkah

• Lulav

• Etrog

• Hadassim

• Aravot

A special holder for the Lulav, Haddasim and Aravot

• Grape Juice / Wine for Kiddush

• Two Challot for each meal

• Shabbos and Festival Candles

• Yahrzeit Candle

• Extra Aravot, just in case they dry up

• A bunch of Aravot to knock on the floor on the seventh day of Sukkot - Hoshana Rabba

Shmini Atzeret Simchat Torah Checklist

Siddur - Better yet: The Artscroll Sukkot Machzor

• Kosher Sukkah for Shmini Atzeret, but not Simchat Torah

• Good vibe

• Good food

• Stamina

• Two Challot for each meal

• Grape Juice / Wine for Kiddush

• A L'chaim (attached within)

• Optimism

WHAT ROSH HASHANAH AND YOM KIPPUR ACCOMPLISH THROUGH TEARS AND PRAYER; ON

SIMCHAT TORAH ONE CAN ACCOMPLISH IT - AND MORE - THROUGH JOY AND DANCING!

L I N K S F I E L D  S H U L  D I Y

S U K K O S  A N D  S I M C H A T  T O R A H
10



Sukkot 2020 (October 2-9)

Sukkot is a week-long Jewish holiday that

comes five days after Yom Kippur. Sukkot

celebrates the gathering of the harvest and

commemorates the miraculous protection

G‑d provided for the children of Israel when

they left Egypt. We celebrate Sukkot by

dwelling in a foliage-covered booth (known

as a sukkah) and by taking the “Four Kinds”,

four special species of vegetation. 

The first two days (sundown on October 2

until nightfall on October 4 in 2020) of the

holiday are Yom Tov, when work is

forbidden, candles are lit in the evening, and

festive meals are preceded by Kiddush and

include challah dipped in honey. 

First Night Oct 2 candle Lighting: 5:50 pm.

Light Shabbos / Yom Tov candles. Recite

blessings 2 and 6 on card.

Reminder to light a Yahrzeit candle from

which to light the Yom Tov candles on the

following night.

The evening service begins with Mizmor Shir

in the Artscroll Siddur on page 320-322

because it is Friday Night. 

Maariv: 330-337. Amida is on page 660-671.

Add in the little additions for Shabbos. 

Kiddush: 722-725 - with additions for

Shabbos. Special blessing Leishiev

BaSukkah and Shecheyanu.

Wash and begin the meal over two whole

loaves of challah, which are sliced, dipped in

honey and distributed to all those present. 

L I N K S F I E L D  S H U L  D I Y  G U I D E

S U K K O T

Before eating in the sukkah, say the

following blessing: Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-

lo-he-nu Me-lech ha-olam a-sher ki-de-sha-

nu be-mitz-vo-tav ve-tzi-va-nu le-shev ba-

sukkah. Blessed are You, L‑rd our G‑d,

King of the universe, who has sanctified

us with His commandments, and

commanded us to dwell in the sukkah.

Like all holiday meals, it is appropriate to

pepper the conversation with words

of Torah and inspiration, as well as Jewish

songs.

First Day Oct 3 - Shabbos

Because it is is Shabbos we won't be

shaking the Lulav today.

Service follows the same routine as every

Shabbos. Here are the pages in the Artscroll

Siddur. 

Blessings of gratitude: 16-21

Songs of praise: 368-405 

(Ashrei: 390-393, Nishmat: 400-405). 

Blessings of Shema and Shema: 406-419

(Shema is on page 414-417)

Amida: 660-671 Add in the little additions for

Shabbos.

Hallel: 632-643

Torah Reading: 956

Maftir and Haftorah: 970-971

Mussaf: 672-681, read paragraph for first

days of Sukkot on page 682-683, continue

686-691 Additions for Shabbos. 

Hoshana: 726. First paragraph followed

paragraph on page 736. "Nation protected". 

Aleinu: 480-482
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Sukkos Continued

Chag Lunch!

Mincha: (Ashrei & Torah reading: 502-513)

Amida 660-671 Additions for Shabbos.

Second Night Oct 3 candle Lighting: Light

candles from the pre-lit Yahrzeit candle after

6:40-pm. Blessings 3 and 6 on card.

Remember to say: Baruch hamavdil bein kodesh

l’kodesh."

Maariv: same as night #1 just minus the

Shabbos additions, and the addition of a

special prayer for Saturday night top of page

664-665. 

Kiddush: 722-725. Add in the additions for

Saturday night in the grey on page 724-725. 

Second Day Oct 4

Service is same as day 1 until after Hallel.

Hallel is now said with a Lulav and Etrog.

The Lulav and Esrog

A important Sukkot observance is the taking

of the Four Kinds: an etrog(citron), a lulav

(palm frond), three hadassim (myrtle twigs)

and two aravot (willow twigs). Before the

holiday, the hadassim and aravot are bound

to the lulav.

On each day of the festival (except Shabbos) hold

the lulav in your right hand and say: 

Ba-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-lo-he-nu Me-lech

ha-olam a-sher ki-de-sha-nu be-mitz-vo-tav

ve-tzi-va-nu al netilat lulav.

Blessed are You, L‑rd our G‑d, King of the

Universe, who has sanctified us with His

commandments and commanded us

regarding taking the lulav.

L I N K S F I E L D  S H U L  D I Y  G U I D E

S U K K O S

Then pick up the etrog in your left hand.

The first time on Sukkot you get to do this

mitzvah, add the blessing Shehecheyanu

(page 3, blessing 6).

Bring the lulav and etrog together in your hands

and wave them in all six directions: right, left,

forward, up, down and backward. The sages of

the Midrash tell us that the Four Kinds represent

the various personalities that comprise the

community of Israel, whose intrinsic unity we

emphasize on Sukkot.

Hallel is said with the four species in our

hands. 

Torah reading is similar to yesterday.

Mussaf as well. 

Hoshana: 726. With Lulav and Esrog! First

paragraph followed by the next paragraph

"L'maan Amitach". Follow the instructions. 

Conclude with Aleinu. 

Chag Lunch! 

Mincha: Amida 660-671

Chag ends: 6.41pm. Say Havdala: 618 -

621 just with wine, no spices nor fire 

Chol Hamoed

The intermediate days (nightfall on October

4 until sundown on October 9 in 2020) are

quasi holidays, known as Chol Hamoed. We

dwell in the sukkah and take the Four Kinds

every day of Sukkot. Hoshana is done as

well. 

12



Shmini Atzeret October 9-10

When: Starts in the evening of October 9, and concludes after nightfall of Oct 11.

 What: The holiday of Sukkot is followed by an independent holiday called Shemini

Atzeret. In Israel, this is a one-day holiday; in the Diaspora it is a two-day holiday, and the

second day is known as Simchat Torah. This holiday is characterized by utterly unbridled

joy, which reaches its climax on Simchat Torah, when we celebrate the conclusion—and

restart—of the annual Torah-reading cycle.

How: These two days constitute a major holiday (Yom Tov), when most forms of work are

prohibited. On the preceding nights, women and girls light candles, reciting the appropriate

blessings, and we enjoy nightly and daily festive meals, accompanied by kiddush. We don’t

go to work, drive, write, or switch on or off electric devices. We are permitted to cook and to

carry outdoors (not on the first day which is Shabbos). 

All meals are eaten in the Sukkah! But we don't make the blessing Leisheiv Bassukah.

First Night Oct 9 candle Lighting: 5:53 pm. Light Shabbos / Yom Tov candles. Recite

blessings 2 and 6 on card.

Evening Service the same as first days of Sukkot, just insert the words for Shmini Atzeret

in the Amida. 

Kiddush: 658. Additions for Shabbos and Shmini Atzeret. Enjoy your meal!

Shabbos Day Oct 10: Morning service for Shmini Atzeret starts the same as first days of

Sukkot until after Hallel. No more Lulav. 

We read the Book of Kohelet-Ecclesiastes. A beautiful meditation from King Solomon about

the futility of materialism. 

Torah reading: follow instructions on page 974, right column  

Yizkor: 810-813

Mussaf: 672-681, read paragraph for Shmini Atzeret top of 686 and continue below until

691 Additions for Shabbos.

Geshem - Special Prayer for Rain, usually done in the repetition of the Mussaf Amida:

704-709. Can be said when home. Aleinu. 

Yom Tov meal!

Mincha: (Ashrei & Torah reading: 502-513) Amida 660-671 Additions for Shabbos.

Farewell to Sukkah: 724 on bottom of page. Eat Something and say goodbye!

L I N K S F I E L D  S H U L  D I Y  G U I D E

S H M I N I  A T Z E R E T  -  S I M C H A T  T O R A H
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Simchat Torah October 10-11

Second Night Oct 9 candle Lighting:  Light candles from the pre-lit Yahrzeit candle after

6:44-pm. Blessings 3 and 6 on card. 

Remember to say “Baruch hamavdil bein kodesh l’kodesh,”

Evening Service starts the same as the previous night, without Shabbos additions, but with

Saturday night addition. 

Kiddush: 658. Additions for Shabbos and Shmini Atzeret. Enjoy your meal! But wait....

We Still Have to Do Hakafot! 758-761. Dance in your home, on your porch or in Shul, but

dance! Judaism is beautiful, and worthy of celebration! In Shul there is Torah reading as

well.  We even gifted you with a little Jameson. if you choose to drink, please drink

responsibly.

Morning service for Simchat Torah starts the same as the other Chagim, until after Hallel. 

One difference is that the Kohanim's blessing is said in Shacharit and not Mussaf, because we are

worried that the Kohanim may be drunk by then. True Story. 

Hakafot once again: 758-761

Torah reading - from three different Torahs: 975-977.

Mussaf: 672-681, then read paragraph for Shmini Atzeret top of 686 and continue below

until 691

Yom Tov Meal

Mincha Amida: 660-671

Chag ends: 6.44pm. Say Havdala: 618 - 621 just with wine, no spices nor fire

L I N K S F I E L D  S H U L  D I Y  G U I D E

S H M I N I  A T Z E R E T  -  S I M C H A T  T O R A H
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L I N K S F I E L D  S H U L  D I Y  G U I D E

M I N I  S E R M O N S

The Fireman
Rosh Hashanah parable to share by the meal

Many, many years ago, before there were any fire engines and fire brigades and electric fire

alarms, and most houses were built of wood, a fire was a terrible thing. A whole town, or a good

part of it, could go up in flames and smoke. And so, when fire broke out, everyone left his business

or work, and rushed to help put out the fire. There used to be a watchtower that was taller than the

other buildings, where a watchman kept a lookout all the time. As soon as he saw smoke or fire, he

would sound the alarm. The townspeople would then form a human chain between the fire and the

nearest well, and pass on to each other pails of water with which to put out the fire.

Once it happened that a lad from a small village came to town for the first time. He stopped at an

inn on the outskirts of the town.

Suddenly he heard the sound of a bugle. He asked the innkeeper what it meant.

“Whenever we have a fire,” the innkeeper explained to the lad, “we sound the bugle, and the fire is

quickly put out.”

“How wonderful!” thought the village lad. “What a surprise and sensation I will bring to my village!”

Thereupon, the village lad went and bought himself a bugle.

When he returned to his village, he was full of excitement. He called all the villagers together.

“Listen, good people,” he exclaimed. “No need to be afraid of fire any more. Just watch me, and see

how quickly I will put out a fire!”

Saying this, he ran to the nearest hut and set fire to its straw roof. The fire began to spread very

quickly.

“Don’t be alarmed!” cried the lad. “Now watch me.”

The lad began to blow the bugle with all his might, interrupting it only to catch his breath, and to

say, “Wait, this will put out the fire in no time!” But the fire did not seem to care much for the music,

and merely hopped from one roof to another, until the entire village was in flames.

The villagers now began to scold and curse the lad. “You fool,” they cried. “Did you think that the

mere blowing of the trumpet will put the fire out? It is only the call of an alarm, to wake up the

people, if they are asleep, or to break them away from their business and work, and send them to

the well to draw water and put out the fire!”

We are reminded of this story when we think of the shofar that is sounded many times on Rosh

Hashanah. While sounding the shofar has intrinsic value as one of G‑d's commandments, there is

another element to the mitzvah. Some people think like that village lad, that the sound of the shofar

itself will do everything for them. They think that they may continue to “sleep,” or go about their

business, there being no need to change their way of life and daily conduct; the shofar sounded in

the synagogue will surely bring them a happy new year. But, like the bugle in the story, the shofar is

the sound of an “alarm.” It has a message: “Wake up, you sleepers, think about your ways, return to

G‑d, put out the ‘fire’ that is threatening to destroy your Jewish homes. Go to the well, the well of

living waters, the Torah and mitzvot. Hurry, before it is too late!”

That is why, immediately after the shofar is sounded, we exclaim: “Happy are the people who

understand the meaning of the sound of the shofar; they walk in Your light, O G‑d.”
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L I N K S F I E L D  S H U L  D I Y  G U I D E

M I N I  S E R M O N S  B Y  R A B B I  A V T Z O N

The Red Purse

Rosh Hashanah / Kol Nidrei Thought 

You say communist Russia to anyone under the

age of thirty today and you might as well be

speaking about Julius Caesar. It’s ancient and

irrelevant history. But for those who lived

through that hell, for those whose lives were

spied upon, phone’s tapped, night raids and

family members shot for spitting within ten

meters of a statue of comrade Stalin - for those

millions of people, the twenty odd years that

have passed since the USSR crumbled have

passed quickly. Their nightmares are worse than

the scariest movie you’ve ever seen. It’s a

modern story, 

It all started off with a wonderful idea. You see, if

all people are created equal, then why are there

evil rich people? Because they are stealing the

food from the laborers! What must we do?

Redistribute the wealth. Let no man have one

extra piece of bread more than his neighbor. Let

no man practice a religion serving anyone

besides Mother Russia and benevolent Papa

Stalin. This is a paradise so therefore if you wish

to leave the country of Eden that means that you

are not loyal to wonderful principals of Mama

Russia, so now we will take away all your rights

(as if you had any till now) and you be titled a 

 Refusnik, no more bread or job for you.  

Well of course the idea worked amazingly.

Everyone was equal. Everyone was equally

plunged into a 70 year hell, and was equally

terrorized by the even more equal Secret Police

who made sure to have an equal amount of

millions of rubles in their bank accounts while

their less than equal citizens waited on endless 

bread lines only to be sent home with an empty

bag and a KGB summons for getting frustrated at

the baker.

It’s all for the cause, comrade.

Three Communist jokes each better than the next:

1. Not too long from now the world will celebrate

60 years since the first man traveled to outer

space, he was Russian by the name of Yuri

Gagarin. They tell the story that Gagarin is

launched into space. Before leaving from home,

he leaves a note to his wife:

"Dear Natasha! I'm going to outer space, I'll be up

in the sky, will be back on Monday."

Gagarin comes back and he's shocked to find a

note from his wife: "Dear Yuri! I'm at the shop,

waiting in the bread line. I have no idea when I will

come home…"

2. President Reagan shared this one:

A man saves up his rubles and is finally able to

buy a car in Soviet Russia. After he pays his

money the he is told he will have his car in ten

years.

"Ten years!" he asks "What month?"

"August!"

"August? What day in August?" He asks.

"The Second of August" is the reply.

"Morning or Afternoon?"

"Afternoon. Why do you need to know?"

"The plumber is coming in the morning…"

3.  Three workers find themselves locked up, and

they ask each other what they’re in for. The first

man says: “I was always ten minutes late to work,

so I was accused of sabotage.”

The second man says: “I was always ten minutes

early to work, so I was accused of espionage.”

The third man says: “I always got to work on time,

so I was accused of having a Western watch.”
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L I N K S F I E L D  S H U L  D I Y  G U I D E

M I N I  S E R M O N S -  R E D  P U R S E  C O N T I N U E D

It was a horrific time to reside in Russia, and if you

were Jewish it was ten times more miserable.

However, for those few Jews who held out to their

Judaism, Communist Russia was second only to

the Holocaust. Religion was mercilessly trampled

and decimated by the Yevsektzia branch of the

KGB, a branch dedicated solely to the destruction

of the Jewish faith. Shuls, Mikvah, Chadorim all

closed and the teachers and rabbis sent to the

firing squad or to Siberia.

Unfortunately, the Yevsektzia were very

successful. What was once the beautiful ‘Jewel of

the crown’ Jewish community of Russia and its

neighbors with its over three million Jews mostly

traditional, was now a vast desert of Judaism with

literally a handful or two of Jews who kept the

Shabbat, followed the laws of family purity and ate

only Kosher. 

Sara was one of the few. She and her husband

were religious Jews with a fire that could not be

extinguished by the avalanche of communism

thrown their way. They kept the flame of

Yiddishkeit in their home and in the homes of

others. Mama Russia didn’t like that idea at all, so

they arrested her and her husband and sent them

off for ten years of hard labor in a ‘reeducation

camp’. Her eight-month old son was left with her

father. 

For Sara the next ten years were tough both

physically and spiritually but most of all

emotionally. Thoughts of her son who she could

not see or even imagine what he looks like, is all

what gave her hope for reunion kept her alive. She

must see her son again, she must!

Finally, the day came when the gates of Siberia

closed behind her. 

She immediately traveled back to her hometown

praying that her father and son were alive and 

 well. She pulls up to the front door of her father’s

home and knocks.

A hesitant ‘who is there?’ comes from across the

door. She recognizes her father’s voice. “It’s me

Tatte. Sara’ke.” The door is thrown wide open and

she falls right into the loving arms of her dad.

Tears of joy run down her cheeks, but her joy is

far from complete.

“Where is Dovid? Where is my Dovid’l? She asks.

“Where is my one and only son?”

“Relax Sara. He’s in school, he’ll be back home in

just a little while.”

“Tatte dear, I need to see him now I cannot wait

until he comes home.”

“I understand Sara. Here, I have an idea. The

school day is about to finish and the children will

be piling out from the front gate. Why don’t you go

and wait there by the gate?”

“Great idea. But, but, how will we recognize each

other. I have no idea how he looks and he has no

idea what I look like!”

Her father was silent for a moment. He suddenly

stood up and ran to the kitchen and came back a

moment later with a red purse. “Are you familiar

with this purse Sara’ke?”

“Why of course! This is my purse!”

Her father smiled. “This purse will bring you back

together. Whenever I wished to pass over to your

son a memory of you I would show him this relic of

yours. Carry it over your shoulder and I am sure

he will recognize you as his mother.”

So, she did. There she is standing by the school

just as the bell chimed and the floodgates opened.

Her eyes are scanning the crowd looking, studying

and searching. A blond boy, a redhead, the tall

one, the short one, this one with a Jewish face but

way too young to be her son.
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‘Nu! Where is he? Where is my doll? Where is the

love of my life and the reason of my survival?

Where is my son?’

Suddenly from across the courtyard a little boy

sees a red purse and a scream reverberates

throughout the school, “Mame! Mame! Oh Mama!”

And ten years of yearning and tears all came full

circle as this short cute boy runs into the arms of

his loving mother. It was over. In each other’s

arms they were finally home. Sara and Dovid -

mother and son forever.            

 

Dear friends:

G-d is our mother. Our mother who loves us, who

nurtures us, who cries for us and who prays for us.

The ultimate Yiddishe Mamma. 

Alas, we don’t see our mother. She is hidden from

our eyes. Many even consider Her to be a

fabrication of the believers, a ‘utopia of the

masses’ they call it. Hashem is concealed from us.

As if our mother has gone far away from us, soon

to return with the coming of the Moshiach.

So, I ask: How do we keep our Mother in Heaven

alive in our hearts? And more importantly, how can

we assure that our sons and daughters, grandsons

and granddaughters will know of their Mother’s

love? Will our Jacobs’ and Leas’, our Dannys’ and

Natalies’ know of their Mom’s existence? Will they

love their mother in return?

There are children who call home once or twice a

week, while others call thrice a day.. But how often

are our children calling onto G-d? When the

getting gets tough will they know who to turn to?

When life is good to them will they know who to

thank? Who will guarantee that their children will 

 care whether it is Kol Nidrei night or not? 

In these times of Covid our faith is proving its

weight in gold. It gives meaning and purpose to

what we are going through. it The Red Purse is

the answer.

Every Jewish home must have a Red Purse.

There must be something or better yet, some-

things that we can point to for ourselves and our

children and be able to say, “You see this

Sukkah? We do this because Hashem loves us

and surrounded us in the desert with Clouds of

Glory to protect us.” 

“You see this Tefillin this I put on every weekday

morning to connect my heart and mind to my

beloved Father in Heaven and to commit myself to

His ways.”

“Do you know why I light Shabbos candles,

darling? This is a special Mitzvah given to Jewish

girls and women to usher in the day of peace and

harmony, of family and love into the world. Do

you see the red stickers and blue stickers in the

kitchen? This is the way that we bring holiness

and beauty into the seemingly mundane act of

eating and its preparation. This Mitzvah is my Red

Purse to remind me and you of our Mother’s love

and our love for her.”

When our child / grandchild / nephew niece /

come home and introduces us to Chris or

Christina, we try to do all we can to introduce

them to a David or Leah. But all too often it is way

too late. 

If we want our child to consider G-d as a partner in

his or her choice of a partner for marriage we

must do our utmost to make sure that he or she

has a G-d in their childhood. Our house must

become a home with red purses hanging all over

the house; on our doorposts, on our bookshelves,

in our DVD player, on the table, in the bedroom

and wherever we can stick them in.
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FIVE GENERATIONS OF SHEMA YISRAEL

A Meditation for Yom Kippur By Rabbi Avtzon

Many, My great-grandfather, the rabbi of Krasnostav, Ukraine, said the Shema Yisrael just as the

Nazis shot him. He and all the 850 Jews of the town, including my great-grandmother, great-uncle,

his wife and two young sons, my great-aunt and her two sons, were left to die in a mass grave.

His Shema Yisrael was one of dying for G‑d.

My maternal grandfather said the Shema Yisrael thousands of times during the almost fifty years he

lived under Communist rule. He, together with my grandmother, tried to raise his family of 13

children (a fourteenth – a beautiful young boy – died during the war years from a disease) in the

ways of G‑d, despite threats of imprisonment, lack of job sustainability due to

his Shabbat observance, and ten-hour waits in breadlines.

His Shema Yisrael was one of defiance for G‑d.

My parents’ generation said the Shema Yisrael despite the unpopularity of religion and faith as they

grew up. The “isms” of the times attracted myriads of Jewish souls, and walking tall and proud as a

devoted Jew took guts. Rebuilding Jewish life from the ashes of Hitler and Stalin demanded

courage.

Their Shema Yisrael was one of fighting for G‑d.

Today, we say Shema Yisrael with a new connotation. In the face of comforts and freedoms that

our ancestors would’ve considered messianic - despite the pandemic and its harsh ramifications,

including the fact that you are reading this at home and not screaming Shema Yisrael in Shul – we

say a Shema Yisrael that declares: 

I want to find G‑dliness – not out of death, desperation, or revolution – but because I want to fulfill

G‑d’s mission for me. I want the truth for the sake of the truth.

The Shema Yisrael of our time is unique even among the billions of Shema Yisrael’s that have been

sung and shouted throughout our unfathomable history.

Never before have we faced such opportunity and freedom and yet chose G‑d.

The Shema Yisrael of today is one of living for G‑d. Living and thriving in the world and at

the same time proudly asserting our identity as Jews.

And we each have our own individual Shema Yisrael, those moments where we must uncover

within ourselves the strength and sacrifice to choose G‑d over the temptations of the world. Yom

Kippur 2020 is such a time for us all. 

As for our children? I hope and pray that their Shema Yisrael will no longer be a statement of

faith, but rather a declaration of messianic reality: “G-D IS OUR G-D, G-D IS ONE!” As they

live in a more wholesome and beautiful world.
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